
15.3 No Exit sign installed by bangor University
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15.4 Picture taken from 2012 showing an “Access to coastal path only” sign along the
proposed route
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15.5. Sign Directing Walkers away from Botanic Garden Buildings from roughly 2011/12

15.6 No signs showing that walkers should be heading in the direction of Treborth Hall
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15.7 Wales Coastal Path sign directing walkers which route they should be taking

15.8 New Signs installed by Bangor University along the proposed route (2023)
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15.9 New Signs installed by Bangor University along the proposed route (2023)

15.10 New Signs installed by Bangor University along the proposed route (2023)
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15.11 Example of No Entry signs placed dring garden events

15.12 Example of No Entry signs placed dring garden events
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16. Position of Bangor University (Landowner)

16.1 Archived version of Bangor University website from 2018 showing that Treborth Botanic
Garden is only open during daylight hours.

16.2 Current version of Bangor University website showing that Treborth Botanic Garden is
only open during daylight hours.
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16.3 Brochure of Treborth Botanic garden showing the garden opening times - Open during
daylight hours

The route has to be walkable during all hours. The Botanic garden has clearly always been
advertised as being open to the public during daylight hours only. Members of the public
using this route during night hours were trespassing on University grounds.

68



16.4 Close up of the brochure showing Treborth Botanic Garden opening times

Nigel Brown who was the curator for a very long time has not got involved in the DMMO
application.

It is thought that before 1997 there was very limited (if any) public access to the gardens.
The athletics track was created in 1996, but use would have been only during certain hours.
It appears from all of the old maps and minutes from the Friend of Treborth Garden
Newsletter that there were gates by Treborth Lodge restricting access into the gardens.

The garden itself was still in its infancy during these early years and there were constant
discussions to get rid of the garden completely by Bangor University. It is thought that it
wasn’t until 2000/1 that the general public started to wander around these gardens.

Since then, there has been implied permission to enter the garden and that any visitors had
to follow the rules of being on Bangor University land e.g. dogs on lead/garden only open
during daylight hours

Bangor University closed access to their gardens at least once a year to hold events such as
Botanical Beats (2006 onwards) and Draig Beats (2018-2023). For these events, signs were
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placed and there were stewards at the entrance. The general public had to pay to gain
access into the gardens.This was a clear interruption of the route. Access has not been
unrestricted.

A barrier to stop public access to the garden during night times was also installed in roughly
2010. This was a clear interruption of the route. This barrier was also locked during the end
of term time.

Continued…

16.5 THE FRIENDS OF TREBORTH BOTANIC GARDEN - NEWSLETTER - Number 9

● Gates were thrown open to the public.
● The newsletter then discusses bringing the public into the botanic garden. This

further suggests that the public did not have access to the gardens during all times.
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16.6 THE FRIENDS OF TREBORTH BOTANIC GARDEN - NEWSLETTER - Number 11

● This member of the public discusses how they came through the gates of the botanic
garden specifically for a “Fungus Foray” event. This again suggests that there were
gates and that the public did not just wander through the university property at all
hours.

16.7 THE FRIENDS OF TREBORTH BOTANIC GARDEN - NEWSLETTER - Number 12

● There were further discussions about bring the public into the garden
● This again suggests that the public did not have open access to the garden
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16.8 THE FRIENDS OF TREBORTH BOTANIC GARDEN - NEWSLETTER - Number 13

● Further discussion about the gates opening and the gardens filling with people show
that people did not have unrestricted access onto university property during this time

16.9 THE FRIENDS OF TREBORTH BOTANIC GARDEN - NEWSLETTER - Number 16

● The Friends of Treborth Botanic Garden were always looking for alternative access
options. If the route through the school was wide open and available for members of
the public, this would not be an issue. This again suggests that Ysgol Treborth/Coed
Menai had no intention of letting members of the public use the school as a shortcut
for alternative access.
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16.10 THE FRIENDS OF TREBORTH BOTANIC GARDEN - NEWSLETTER - Number 18

● The Friends of Treborth Botanic Garden were always looking for alternative access. If
the route through the school was wide open and available for members of the public,
this would not be an issue.

● This again suggests that Ysgol Treborth/Coed Menai had no intention of letting
members of the public use the school as a shortcut or alternative access. There were
discussions with Gwynedd council about alternative access routes, presumably
through the school. As the council has no intention to dedicate their land in this way,
these talks must have broken down. There have been no mentions of these talks to
date from either Bangor University or Gwynedd Council.

16.11 THE FRIENDS OF TREBORTH BOTANIC GARDEN - NEWSLETTER - Number 46
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16.12 Extract from the old Botanic Garden website. Treborth Open Days 1997 onwards

The Friends of Treborth Botanic Garden introduced open days to the garden. The garden
was opened to the public and it was used as a fundraising event. During these open days,
members of the public had to pay to enter the garden.
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16.13 Botanical Beats 2007 - Stewards the garden entrance showing restricted public
Access

16.14 Botanical Beats 2007 - Stewards at the garden entrance showing restricted public
Access
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16.15 Botanical Beats 2008 - Restricted Access

16.16 Botanical Beats 2008 - Restricted Access
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16.17 Example of Draig Beat Events 2019 - Restricted Garden Access

16.18 Example of Draig Beat Events 2019 - Restricted Garden Access
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16.19 Bangor University closing all garden access due to the weather
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16.20 Permissive Use of gardens 2007

There were clear rules while walking in the garden. If the rules were not followed you could
be asked to leave. A footpath cannot be granted if the use is permissive.
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16.21 Permissive Use of gardens 2014

16.22 New signs and security fencing and gates have been installed by Bangor University.
Permissive rules still apply
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16.23 Permissive Use of gardens 2014
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16.24 Dog signs added to the new Wales Coastal Path have been vandalised
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